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Actionable SEO
Link Building Techniques

Proven strategies to boost your website's authority, improve search
rankings, and drive sustainable organic traffic growth

Boost Rankings Strategic Approach Effective Tools Measure Success
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Introduction to SEO Link Building

What is Link Building?

The strategic process of acquiring hyperlinks from other
websites to your own. These off-page SEO techniques
improve a site's authority in the eyes of search engines like
Google, which views these links as endorsements.

Importance in SEO

Webistes ranking #1 on Google have 3.8x more
backlinks than other sites in the top 10

99.5% of websites receive no traffic from Google

Backlinks act as "votes" of confidence from other sites

White-Hat vs. Black-Hat 
Techniques
White-Hat (Ethical)

Legitimate, value-driven
methods

Adheres to search engine
guidelines

Creates sustainable long-
term authority

Building relationships and
creating value

Black-Hat
(Unethical)

Manipulative tactics to
artificially inflate backlinks

Buying low-quality links

Spamming comments

Violates search engine
guidelines

Can lead to severe
penalties or removal from
search results
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Benefits of Effective Link Building

Improved Search
Rankings

High-quality backlinks are a primary
ranking factor for Google, signaling
credibility and boosting position in search
results.

Enhanced Domain
Authority

Earning links from reputable sites
increases your site's authority metrics like
Domain Authority (DA) and Domain
Rating (DR).

Increased Traffic

Backlinks drive direct referral traffic from
linking sites. The top result on Google
captures an average click-through rate of
31.7%.

Greater Brand Visibility

Links from industry publications expose
your brand to new audiences,
establishing your brand as a credible
authority in your niche.

Building Trust & Credibility

Links from authoritative sources are key to
Google's E-E-A-T framework, enhancing the
trustworthiness of your content.

E-E-A-T: Experience, Expertise,
Authoritativeness, and Trustworthiness

Google Search Result CTR

The top result on Google captures an average click-
through rate of 31.7%
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Foundational Link Building Techniques

Building a strong foundation is critical for any successful SEO strategy. These techniques focus on creating value,
building relationships, and improving the web for both users and site owners.

Creating Linkable Content
The cornerstone of effective link building

Design content specifically to attract backlinks naturally. High-
quality content serves as a magnet for links because other
websites want to reference authoritative information.

74% of readers find content with data more trustworthy

Guest Blogging
Writing on other sites to build relationships

Publish articles on high-authority blogs in your industry. This
strategy builds relationships and drives referral traffic while
securing valuable backlinks.

75.33% of SEO experts use this technique

Broken Link Building
Fixing broken links for mutual benefit

Find broken links (404 error pages) on other websites and
recommend your own relevant content as a replacement.

48% of SEO professionals use this technique

Resource Page Link Building
Links from curated resources

Secure links from relevant resource pages that link out to valuable
content. These pages are specifically designed to link to useful
resources.

56% of SEO experts recommend this tactic

Key Takeaway: These foundational techniques focus on creating value and building genuine relationships with other websites and
publishers.
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Creating Linkable Content
Content designed to attract backlinks naturally provides value to other websites and their audiences.

In-Depth Guides

Comprehensive articles covering topics in
detail become go-to resources.

Long-form content (3,000+ words)
receives 77.2% more links

Original Research

Publishing unique data positions your 
siteas a primary source.

Aira's report generated 1,500+ backlinks
from 600+ sites

Infographics

Visuals that distill complex information are
highly shareable.

Can increase web traffic by up to 12%

Interactive Tools

Free tools like calculators or quizzes
provide tangible value.

Highly linkable as they solve specific user
problems

Expert Roundups

Featuring insights from industry experts
adds credibility.

Encourages experts to share and link to
your 
content

Content Length Impact

Content over 3,000 words receives significantly
more links

Pro Tip: 74% of readers find content with data more trustworthy, making it more likely to be cited.
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Guest Blogging Strategy

Guest blogging is writing an article on another website to build relationships and earn high-quality backlinks. 75.33% of SEO
experts use this strategy.

The Complete Guest Blogging Process

A successful guest post can drive significant traffic and establish your authority in your niche

1. Finding 
Opportunities

Identify high-authority blogs
in your niche

Use search queries like "[Your
Industry] + 'write for us'"

Analyze competitor guest
posts

2. Pitching Topics
Research the target blog's
audience and content gaps

Pitch 2-3 unique, valuable
topic ideas

Personalize your outreach
email

3. Writing 
ContentCreate well-written,
informative post

Follow the blog's guidelines

Include 1-2 contextual links
back to your site

4. Promoting
Promote via social media

Share through email
newsletter

Maximize reach and impact
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Broken Link Building

48% of SEO professionals use broken link building to find broken external links on
authoritative websites and recommend their own content as a replacement. This
strategy provides a mutual benefit - fixing errors while earning valuable
backlinks.

Identify Broken Links
Use SEO tools like Ahrefs or Semrush to find broken external links on authoritative websites
within your niche.

Common method: Analyze a competitor's backlink profile for pages that are now "404 not
found."

1

Create Replacement Content
Identify a relevant page on your own site that can serve as a suitable replacement for the
broken link.

If you don't have a perfect match, create a new piece of content that fills the gap and
provides value to users.

2

Conduct Outreach
Contact the website owner or editor via email. Politely inform them about the broken link
you found and suggest your content as a high-quality replacement.

3

The Broken Link Building Process

Benefits

Provides mutual benefit - fixing errors
while earning 
links
High engagement rates for outreach
emails

Links from authoritative sites improve
your domain authority

Simple, automated process for scale
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Resource Page Link Building

A recommended tactic by 56% of SEO experts for earning quality backlinks

What are Resource Pages?
Curated lists of helpful links and resources on a particular
topic. These pages are designed to link out to valuable
content.

Think of resource pages as "link magnets" that naturally
attract high-quality backlinks

Finding Resource Pages
Use targeted Google searches:

[Your Topic] + "resources"

[Your Topic] + "useful links"

[Your Topic] inurl:links

Analyzing Existing Content
Review resources to understand content types they link to

Identify patterns in the types of resources already included

Ensure your content aligns with the theme and value
proposition

Outreach Strategy
A personalized approach:

1. Send a brief introduction to the site owner

2. Explain why your resource would be valuable for their audience

3. POLITELY ask them to consider including your link

Secure LinkFind Resources Analyze Content Create Content Outreach
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Advanced Link Building Strategies

Beyond foundational methods, advanced strategies can significantly accelerate link acquisition and enhance your site's
authority. These techniques often require more strategic planning and outreach but can yield high-quality backlinks
from authoritative sources.

Why Advanced Strategies Matter

Higher Quality Links
Yield backlinks from authoritative domains that pass
significant value

Strategic Targeting
Focus on opportunities that align with your niche and 
targetaudience

Long-Term Growth
Build sustainable authority through relationships and
content 
creation
Complementary Approach
Work alongside traditional methods for a holistic link building
strategy

Digital PR & Link
Earning

Combines traditional PR with
content marketing to earn high-
quality backlinks from reputable
publications

36% of SEO pros

Competitor Backlink
Analysis

Reverse-engineering competitors'
backlink profiles to discover
proven link opportunities

Effective for research

Skyscraper
Technique

Improving upon existing popular
content to earn high-quality links

57% of SEO pros

Unlinked Brand
Mentions

Converting brand mentions into
links by reaching out to publishers

Passive opportunities

Strategic Planning vs. Results
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Digital PR and Link Earning

Digital PR combines traditional PR with content marketing to earn high-quality backlinks from reputable publications without
directly asking for links. 36% of SEO professionals rely on digital PR for link building.

Creating Newsworthy Content

Focus on compelling stories and data-driven reports

Position your brand as an industry expert

Create content that journalists naturally want to cover

Data-Driven Campaigns

Conduct original research or analyze unique data sets

Example: Aira's "State of Link Building Report" generated 1,500+
backlinks from 600+ sites

Creates newsworthy content that media outlets want to cite

Newsjacking

Capitalizing on trending news stories

Offering expert commentary or a unique angle

Inserting your brand into ongoing conversations

Expert Sourcing Platforms

Connect with journalists seeking expert quotes

Utilize platforms like HARO, Connectively, or Terkel

42% of marketers use HARO for expert sourcing
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Competitor Backlink Analysis

The Analysis Process

Identify 
CompetitorsDetermine true SEO competitors using Ahrefs'
"Competing Domains" report

Analyze Backlinks
Export competitors' backlink data using Ahrefs,
Semrush, or Moz

Find Link Gaps
Identify websites that link to competitors but not to
your site

Replicate Best Links
Target resource pages, guest posts, or industry
directories used by competitors

Key Metrics to Analyze
Domain Rating (DR)
Ahrefs metric estimating a website's
strength

Domain Authority (DA)
Moz's proprietary site authority metric

Link Profile Quality
Diversity and relevance of linking
domains

Niche Relevance
How well the link source matches your
target audience

Advanced Analysis Techniques
Pattern Recognition: Look for common themes in competitors' most
valuable links. They may be getting links from resource pages, guest
posts, or industry directories that you can also target.

1

Link Gap Analysis: Use tools to identify websites that link to multiple
competitors but not to you. These sites are prime targets because they
have already shown an interest in your niche.

2

Competitor Comparison: Create a comparative analysis of multiple
competitors' backlink profiles to identify the most valuable link sources in
your industry.

3

Outreach Strategy: Develop targeted outreach campaigns to the
domains you've identified, focusing on the specific content or platforms
where competitors have been successful.

4
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The Skyscraper Technique

Coined by Brian Dean of Backlinko, this content-focused strategy earns high-quality links by improving upon existing
popular content. 57% of SEO professionals still use this technique effectively.

1

Find Link-Worthy Content

Identify content in your niche with
significant backlinks

Use tools like Ahrefs to find top-linked
content

Focus on content with strong Domain
Authorit
y

2

Create Something Better

Make content more comprehensive
or in-depth

Update with fresh, relevant
information

Improve design and user experience

Long-form content (3,000+ words)
gets 77.2% more links

3

Strategic 
Outreach

Identify websites that linked to the
original

Contact site owners/editors via email

Politely suggest they link to your
superior version

Provide value and context for the
referral
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Unlinked Brand Mentions

What are Unlinked Brand Mentions?

Instances where your brand, products, or key personnel are
mentioned online without a corresponding link to your
website.

These mentions are already familiar with your
brand, making them likely to add a link when
asked.

Finding Unlinked Mentions

Use BuzzSumo to identify brand mentions

Utilize Semrush's Brand Monitoring tool

Leverage Ahrefs' Content Explorer

Set up alerts for brand name and related terms

Filter specifically for mentions without links to your site

Conversion Process

1 Identify Opportunities
Find mentions of your brand without links

2 Prepare Your Pitch
Create a compelling reason to add a link

3 Contact the Author
Reach out to the author or webmaster

4 Follow Up
Provide value and context for their audience

Key Success Factors

Success rates increase when you personalize your outreach
and provide clear value to the site owner's audience.

Relevant
Outreach

Value
Proposition

Clear
Communication

Link
Addition
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Essential Link Building Tools
The right tools streamline the process of finding opportunities and managing outreach, while key metrics help measure the return
on investment of your link-building campaign.

Ahrefs
All-in-One SEO Suite

Excels at competitor backlink
analysis, discovering top-linked
content, and finding unlinked brand
mentions. Known for its extensive
and accurate link index.

Semrush
All-in-One SEO Suite

Offers a robust suite for backlink
audits, competitor analysis, and a
built-in Link Building Tool for
managing outreach campaigns
from prospecting to 
tracking.

Moz Pro
All-in-One SEO Suite

Features the Link Explorer for
analyzing backlink profiles and is
the creator of the Domain
Authority (DA) metric, a widely
used benchmark for site authority.

Pitchbox
Outreach Platform

A specialized tool for managing
large-scale link-building 
outreach,streamlining prospect discovery,
email personalization, and
automated 
follow-ups.

Hunter
Email Finder

A highly accurate tool for finding
professional email addresses
associated with a domain, crucial
for direct outreach to website
owners and editors.

HARO
Digital PR

Connects users with journalists and
bloggers seeking expert sources,
providing opportunities to earn
high-authority backlinks from 
newsand media outlets.

BuzzSumo
Content & Influencer Research

Helps identify popular, link-worthy
content in any niche and finds key
influencers who share similar
content, making them ideal
outreach targets.

Screaming Frog
Technical SEO Crawler

A desktop-based tool that crawls
websites to identify technical
issues, including broken links,
which is fundamental for broken
link-building campaigns.

Link Building Workflow Integration
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Measuring Link Building Success
Effective link building requires tracking the right metrics to demonstrate ROI and refine strategies.

Organic Traffic 
Growth

Monitor growth in visitors from search engines
using Google Analytics. Link building should
lead to sustained organic traffic growth.

Search Engine Rankings

Track position of target pages for specific
keywords. Improved rankings for pages with
new backlinks indicate success.

Domain Authority

Monitor DA (Moz) and DR (Ahrefs) scores.
Increase in these proprietary metrics signals
strengthening site authority.

Referring Domains

Track unique high-quality websites linking to
your site. Diverse and growing backlink profile
is a positive signal.

Referral Traffic

In Google Analytics, track visitors clicking on
backlinks. Indicates direct traffic-driving value of
your links.

Return on Investment

Track revenue from increased organic traffic vs.
link-building costs. Use advanced models like
Monte Carlo simulations for forecasting.

Metrics Relationship

Pro Tip: Use a combination of these metrics
to get a complete picture of link building
impact. The top result on Google captures an
average click-through rate of 31.7%.
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Taking Action: Implementation Plan

A comprehensive link building strategy requires planning
and prioritization. Your approach should evolve as you gain
experience and resources.

Implementation Phases

Prioritized 
Techniques1 Foundational Focus: Start with creating linkable content and
broken link building as these have high impact with lower
resource investment

2 Expand Your Approach: Add guest blogging and resource page
link building as your strategy matures

3 Advanced Strategies: Implement digital PR and competitor
backlink analysis once you have established a solid foundation

4 Optimization: Continuously refine your strategy based on
performance data and emerging trends

Key Success Factors
Clear goals and KPIs Right tools for the job

Quality relationships Data-driven decisions

Continuous testing Patience and persistence

Ready to implement your link building strategy? Start with the techniques that best align with your goals and
resources.


